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ABSTRACT	
This	 paper	 aims	 to	 reach	 a	 wider	 understanding	 about	 the	 impact	 of	 democratic	
transitions	 across	 Europe,	 considering	 the	 experience	 of	 three	 EU	member	 countries	
with	 diverse	 political	 histories:	 England,	 sometimes	 characterized	 as	 the	 oldest	democracy	 in	 the	 world;	 Portugal	 that	 experienced	 a	 dictatorship	 until	 1974;	 and	
Slovenia	that	restored	democracy	in	1991,	after	being	a	constituent	state	of	the	Socialist	
Federal	Republic	of	Yugoslavia.	
Our	 goal	 is	 to	 understand	 whether	 educational	 policies	 emphasise	 a	 political	
	
Results	will	be	discussed	assuming	that	CE	should	give	pupils	 the	opportunity	 to	
critically	engage	with	 the	past	and	 that	 it	 should	help	 students	 to	 find	 in	 their	current	








In	 the	 last	 30	 years,	 formerly	 authoritarian	 countries	 across	 Europe	 have	
witnessed	 a	 transition	 to	 democracy	 with	 a	 deep	 transformation	 of	 their	 political	
institutions,	 which,	 particularly	 since	 the	mid-nineties,	 was	 accompanied	 by	 a	 strong	
emphasis	 on	 the	 role	 of	 education	 in	 the	 promotion	 of	 (democratic	 and	 European)	citizenship.	





emphasis	 on	 the	 role	 education	 should	 play	 to	 counteract	 these	 tendencies,	 and	
particularly	 on	 Citizenship	 Education	 (CE)	 which	 became	 the	 motto	 for	 educational	


















data	 from	3	 selected	European	countries.	 It	 should	be	noted	 that	 these	countries	have	different	 cultural	 and	 political	 traditions	 and	 have	 experienced	 a	 transition	 to	









Mainly,	 our	 study	 entails	 a	 comprehensive	 analysis	 of	 principles,	 intentions	 and	key-concepts	 of	 Citizenship	 Education	 (CE)	 presented	 in	 each	 national	 legislative	 and	





to	 answer	 our	 research	 questions	 -	 Which	 approaches	 to	 Citizenship	 Education	 (CE)	
educational	policies	advocate	 for?	How	do	these	policy	texts	define	and	operationalize	
citizenship,	 specifically	 in	 terms	 of	 the	 role	 of	 participation	 and	 of	 a	 critical	








Compulsory	 education	 in	 Portugal,	 Slovenia	 and	 England	 is	 based	 on	 a	
comprehensive	system






laws	 and	 legal	 documents;	 policies	 and	 legal	 documents	 of	 these	 3	 countries	 reveal	 a	
central	 commitment	 to	 Citizenship	 Education.	 	 We	 can	 also	 state	 that,	 similarly	 to	









spirit,	 respect	 for	 others	 and	 their	 ideas,	 open	 dialogue	 and	 free	
exchange	of	opinions	 in	order	to	develop	citizens	capable	of	judge,	with	
critical	 and	 creative	 thinking,	 the	 social	 context	 in	 which	 they	 are	
	
Basic	Law	on	Education	System	[LBSE], 1986	





	 participation	 in	 the	 democratic	
processes	 is	 the	 development	 of	 a	 critical	 spirit,	 personal	 decision-
making	 and	 autonomous	 judgment.	 School	 plays	 an	 important	 role	 in	
forming	 a	 democratic	 public	 and	 in	 the	development	of	 the	 capacity	 to	
participate	 in	 the	 democratic	 processes.	 The	 contents	 of	 curricula	
(variations	 of	 the	 so	 called	 civic	 education)	 as	 well	 as	 their	 forms	 are	
important	for	such	a	process 	
	White Paper on Education, 1996	
England	 Education	 for	 citizenship	 equips	 young	 people	 with	 the	 knowledge,	
skills	and	understanding	to	play	an	effective	role	in	public	life	
learn	about	their	rights,	responsibilities,	duties	and	freedoms	and	about	laws,	 justice	and	democracy.	They	 learn	to	take	part	 in	decision-making	
and	different	forms	of	action.	They	play	an	active	role	in	the	life	of	their	
schools,	 neighbourhoods,	 communities	 and	wider	 society	 as	 active	 and	
	
in	National	Curriculum	Online	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	














	 as	 a	 fundamental	 element	 in	 the	
process	 of	 forming	 responsible,	 critical,	 active	 and	 intervening	




- 	7th	 and	 8th	 Civic	 and	 Patriotic compulsory	 subject	
which	occupies	1	hour	per	week.		










-	 -statutory	 and	 schools	 are	 not	 required	 to	follow	 	







	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
As	 far	as	Curricular	 Strategies,	 data	 show	 that	each	 country	 adopts,	 at	 least,	 two	different	 approaches	 to	 CE,	 combining	 cross-curricular	 with	 curricular	 spaces	 or	subjects:	
 In	 Portugal cross-curricular	 integrated	in	Personal	and	Social	Education	as	a	non-disciplinary	area	from	1st	to	9th	grade;		
 In	 Slovenia,	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Education	 and	 Sports25	
compulsory	subject	in	the	7th	and	8th	grade	an	it	is	also	a	cross-curricular	theme	through	all	curricula;	
 In	England integrated	 into	non-statutory	subjects	Personal,	
Social	and	Health	Education	(KS1	and	KS2)	and	into	Personal,	Social,	Health	










Comparing	 the	 three	 countries	 in	 terms	 of	 CE	 concepts	 and	 themes	 there	 are	








Slovenia,	 as	England,	has	a	structured	curricula	 concerning	CE,	even	 if	 the	topics	
vary	in	each	national	context	and	school	level.	In	Slovenia,	CE	starts	with	a	local	vision	of	
citizenship	(e.g.	7th	grade	 -	Life	 in	 the	community,	Family)	 to	develop,	 in	 the	8th	grade,	
                                                 




system	and	 institutions	only	occurs	 in	 the	9th	 grade.	Regarding	CE	framework,	Krek	&	
	














conception	 of	 citizenship	 based	 on	 conventional	 actions	 (e.g.,	 voting),	 reinforcing	 the	
	
In	this	sense,	it	is	time	to	question	if	CE	should	be	focused	on	the	transmission	of	
values,	 rules	 and	 knowledge	 about	 society,	 playing	 a	 function	 of	 mere	 social	 control	
where	 citizens	 are	 considered	 t or	 if	 it	
should	remove	 the	contemporary	masks	of	democracy	 in	order	 to	 conceive	 citizens	as	
consider	the	opportunities	that	students	actually	have	for	experience	democracy	in	the	
	





Knowledge	 and	 Engagement:	 An	 IEA	 Study	 of	 Upper	 Secondary	 Students	 in	 Sixteen	
Countries.	Amsterdam:	IEA;	
	



















[9]	 Law	on	Elementary	School,	Number	 12	of	1996.	Official	 Journal	 of	 the	Republic	of	
Slovenia	(Unofficial	Translation).	Retrieved	in	12th	of	May,	2011	in	http://www.see-educoop.net/education_in/pdf/zak_osn_sol-slo-enl-t04.pdf;	
	
[10]	Law	46,	14th	October,	1986. LBSE - Basic Law on Education System. Retrieved in 10th 
of May, 2011 in http://dre.pt/pdf1sdip/1986/10/23700/30673081.pdf; 
[11]	Menezes,	 Isabel	 (2003).	 Civic	 Education	 in	 Portugal:	 curricular	 evolution	 in	 basic	
education.	Online	Journal	of	Social	Science	Education,	Volume	2,	pp.	1-13;	
	
[12]	 Krek,	 Janez,	 Sebart,	 Mojca	 (2008).	 Citizenship	 Education	 in	 Slovenia	 after	 the	
Formation	 of	 the	 Independent	 State.	 Online	 Journal	 of	 Social	 Sciences	 Education,	
Volume	9,	Number	1,	pp.	68-80;	
[13]	 Taylor,	 M.	 (1994).	 Values	 in	 Education	 in	 Europe:	 Comparative	 Overview	 of	 a	
Survey	of	26	Countries	 in	1993,	Volume	8.	Dundee:	Consortium	of	 Institutions	 for	
Development	and	Research	in	Education	in	Europe;	
	
[14]	Walzer,	M.	 (1989).	 Citizenship.	 In	 T.	 Ball	 &	 J.	 Farr	 (Ed.).	Political	 Innovation	 and	
Conceptual	Change.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press;		
	
[15]	White Paper on Education in the Republic of Slovenia (1996). Ministry of Education and 
Sport. Retrieved in 12th of May, 2011 in http://www.see-
educoop.net/education_in/pdf/wp-001_028-slo-enl-t02.pdf.	
	
